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In the 1660s, coveted Chesapeake tobacco from the English colonies
found an insatiable market in the Netherlands. The result was a trading
frenzy with New Amsterdam’s merchants in the middle.

By 1660, THE CITY oOF NEw AMSTERDAM WAS BOOMING. DURING THE TRADING SEASON THAT YEAR,
five ships arrived from the Netherlands loaded with goods and more than two hundred new
immigrants. The city’s population had jumped more than 5o percent in the past four years,
reflecting a general rise in immigration taking place in all of New Netherland. Ever since the West
India Company (WIC) abandoned its fur trading monopoly in 1639, private merchants aggres-
sively pursued a variety of lucrative mercantile opportunities. By 1653, they had secured a city
charter to provide order and stability for their commercial community. The Stadthuys, seat of
New Amsterdam’s municipal government, stood, appropriately,
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across from the city wharf. A burgher standing on the Stadthuys’ new
stoop could observe the trading activity that was the life-blood of New Amsterdam: large quan-
tities of furs, hides, and foodstuffs from the Hudson Valley being loaded for shipment, new
colonists disembarking after a long voyage, slaves waiting to be sold, and assorted goods arriv-
ing from Europe. Featured in this commercial bazaar were hogsheads of tobacco, large barrels
filled with five hundred pounds of Chesapeake leaf being transferred from small coastal vessels
to larger transoceanic ships headed for the tobacco-hungry Netherlands.
sacing pace: A 1636 painting by Flemish artist Adrian Brouwer depicts the
artist and his friends smoking and drinking. The use of tohacco was s

central to Dutch social life that a traveller obvserved that the “smell of the
Dutch Republic was the smell of tohacco,”
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In the early 1660s, new opportunities for tobacco trading
emerged at a time when high hopes for the future collided
with geopolitical uncertainty. Local merchants and their
regional partners enthusiastically embraced both new oppor-
tunity and risk, vigorously pursuing the tobacco trade in
what can best be described as a frenzy. Some were rewarded
for their aggressiveness, while others were ruined.

New Netherlanders had long been interested in tobacco.
Efforts to grow the crop began in the early days of settlement,
experiments in tobacco farming taking place in Manhattan,
on Long [sland, and in the Hudson Valley, In 1638, the WIC
simultaneously encouraged local cultivation of tobacco while
permitting imports from the Chesapeake. In advertisements
designed to lure new settlers in the carly 16605, the company
boasted that “heere groweth tobacco very good, it naturally
abounds."”

Interest in growing and trading in tobacco was spurred by
Holland's insatiable craving for the smokable leaf. In the
seventeenth century, the Netherlands led the world in the
tobacco trade, and Dutch ports served as entrepdts for leaf
destined for both the thriving domestic market and for
re-exportation to Russia and the Baltic. Both domestic and
international markets favored a blend of Chesapeake leat
(usually high quality and comparativelv pricev) mixed with a
coarser leaf grown near Amersfoort, Holland.

e FQ $EA. FEITICON
pounds of this blend were re-exported annually from the
Metherlands. This trade had a profound effect on Holland's
domestic economy. Amsterdam became the headguarters of
the tobacco processing industry, while in nearby Gouda,
maore that half of the labor force (approximately 16,000 peo
ple) was employved as pipe makers. Social use of tobacco had
become so woven into everyday life that a traveler through
the Low Countries observed that the “smell of the Dutch
Republic was the smell of tobacco.” Throughout much of the
century, the Netherlands was said to be "a country where
demaon gold is rested on a throne of cheese, crowned by
tobacco.™

English tobacco growers in the Chesapeake region
became increasingly interested in this attractive Dutch mar
ket. Colonists in Maryland and Virginia had long struggled to
balance profitability and production, but throughout much
of the seventeenth century, the English tobacco market
was stagnant. Due to overproduction, prices gencrally fell
between 1620 and 1680. Chesapeake tobacco growers
faced an especially bleak future in the 1640s. Revolutionary
upheavals of that decade did not bode well for tobacco's
future; Puritans in England were not as ambivalent as Dutch
Calvinists about the moral dangers of tobacco. Faced with
this new challenge, vet aware that tobacco was vital to their
economic well being, many Virginia growers looked to the
lucrative Dutch market and to Manhattan merchants who
could provide them access to it,

As this economy became increasingly dependent on
Dutch carriers, Virginians challenged the English govern-
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THe ORMNATE, LATE-SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY PIFE FROM GOUDA (BELOW RIGHT) IS ONE OF THE FEW DUTCH PIPES FOUND
in Dr. Lukas van Tienhoven's privy. Although evidence suggests that New Amsterdammers preferred Dutch pipes,
even after the English takeover In 1664, archaeologists noticed greater numbers of English pipes as the century
progressed. By the beginning of the eighteenth century, Dutch pipes were a rarity. The most popular Dutch pipes
in New Amsterdam were made in Amsterdam by Edward Bird or his son Evert. The Birds marked their products
with the trademarl initials “EB™ (bottom left). Even after his death in 1664, Bird's widow maintained her associa-
tion with merchants central to the shipping of Bird products to New Amsterdam. The token or privately issued
coin (left} was found wedged between the cobbles of the warehouse belonging to Augustine Heermans, New
Amsterdam’s leading tobacco merchant. Struck in 1590 and the oldest dated European artifact found in New York
City, this copper alloy coin was privately issued by Prince Maurice of Nassau (1567-1625) to commemarate his
election as Stadtholder of Utrecht.

Both sides of the bowl of a tobacco pipe from Gouda, the Netherlands, are
shown. On the [eft side as the bowl faces the smoker (above), an African or
Mative American woman looks up at the sky. She is bare-breasted and carries a
long-stemmed smoking pipe in her left hand and a roll of tobacco in her right as
she strides purposefully across the grass. The obverse (right) depicts a Turk or
idealized version of a Native American wearing a long cape, ankle-length skirt,
and a blouse with seven buttons. He stands elegantly on the grass in soft boots
with elbow akimbo. He might represent a prototype of a “cigar-store Indian.”™
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ment, which was considering restrictions
on the tobacco trade, A disaffection with
London's  proposals in 1647 pushed
Virginians into the arms of the Dutch
colony to the north, Soon, commerncial
relationships between the two colonies
improved to such an extent that the first
formal commercial treaty between the two
was signed in 1653,

Several years later, the provincial gowv-
ernments in Mew Netherland and the
Chesapeake colonies gave another sub-
stantial boost (o the regional tobacco
trade. The first significant development
came as a result of a diplomatic mission
initiated by DMrector-General  Peter
Stuyvesant. Facing a potential boundary
dispute with Lord Baltimore over compa-
ny claims to the Delaware River (then
called the South River), Stuyvesant dis-
patched  Augustine Heermans to see the
Governor of Maryland, Heermans, an
established Manhattan merchant who
claimed to be the “first beginner of the
tobacco trade,” traveled with Manhattan
hurgher Resolved Waldron. In negotiations
with Philip Calvert, the colony's secretary,
they reached an amicable settlement on
the boundary questions,

After these discussions, Heermans had
private conversations with Calvert con-
cerning mutual trade and commerce
hetween Maryland and New Metherland,
which “could be vasily carried on.” Calvert
seemed to know about the commercial
potential to which Heermans was refer-
ring, talking “about MNew MNetherland and
Virginia and the conveniences of both
heing considered, he wished Maryland
may be so fortunate as to have cities and
wvillages like Manhattan,” Heermans must
have agreed with Calvert's assessment, and
even  suggested  that  trade  between
Manhattan and Maryland could be benefi-
cial to the governor himself, As if to either
erncourage  or
prospects, the governor soon granted a
patent for 30,000 acres of Maryland land
to Heermans, which became the Manor of

reward such commercial

New Bohemia,

Formal relationships between the
governments of New MNetherland and
Virginia, which had steadily improved in
the 1650s, resulted in a new commercial
FACING PacE: Manhatlan merchant

Augustine Heermans claimed to be the
“first beginner of the tobacco trade.”

treaty in 1660. In February of that year,
Peter Stuyvesant sent his brother-in-law,
Micholas Varlet, and Brian MNewton, his
English adjutant, to negotiations at
Jamestown. The agreement reached with
Virginia's governor, Sir William Berkeley,
concluded that free trade between the two
colonies was essential, and promised to
facilitate commerce by guarantecing all
traders prompt and equal justice in the
courts and offering a way to deal with
absconding debtors.
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agreements,  English ngmnal factors
stepped up to meet the demands of
Manhattan's merchants. Samuel Smith
became one of those Englishmen who reg-
ularly supplied Chesapeake tobacco to
MNew Amsterdam merchants. In September
of 1660, he signed two contracts exchang-
ing tobacco for merchandise imported
from Holland. Manhattan's  Frerick
Gysbertsen agreed to supply him with
cloth: 135 ells of linen in exchange for
1,350 pounds of tobacco, and six pieces of
silk damask for 1,129 pounds of tobacco,
In the same month, Smith made a deal
with Jan Gillesen de Jonge to exchange
1,838 pounds of tobacco for 1,148 pounds
of nails and 69 Swedish axes,

Englishmen in Virginia and Maryland
were  elated to have access to the
Amsterdam market via Manhattan, but
new circumstances threatened to dampen
their enthusiasm. By late 1660, they
recelved  shocking  news  from  the
Restoration government in England: the
newly passed Navigation Act made tobac-
<o an enumerated commodity and prohib-
ited direct trade with Dutch ports in
Europe or America. Given the threat to
their trade, English growers and their mid-
dlemen resolved to avoid the new restric-
tions. In Manhattan, local merchants were
aware that the new Navigation Act could
ultimately lead to war.

Mevertheless, the combination of
lower prices, strong supply, continued
high demand in Amsterdam, and a poten-
tial threat to the free flow of tobacco made
merchants and transporters more eager
than ever to find ways to collect and trade

tobacco, The obvious necessity for more
ways to cany tobacco to Manhattan was
apparent to Ritzert Alry who hired Edward
Leake's ship Providence for a vovage from
Virginia to Manhattan, Samuel Etsall, a
New Amsterdam hatter, followed a similar
strategy when he made arrangements with
Englishman Eduard Prescott to ship tobacco
to Mew Amsterdam. Prescott was only too
willing to comply and was able to avoid
English customs regulations by collecting
tobacco at several stops along the way
With his partner, Allard Anthony, Elsall
agreed to deliver 3,270 pounds of tobacco
to Cornelis  Steenmwyck, one of New
Amsterdam’s most prominent merchants.

Unfortunately the risks taken by men
like Airy and Etsall did not satisfy some
Manhattan merchants who were unhappy
with the amount of tobacco they had
received. In the spring of 1661, some mer-
chants relentlessly sought out tobacco
wherever they could find it. Cornelis
Steenwijck, for example, was surprised to
learn that someone else claimed tobacco
he had received from Samuel Smith.
When Paulus Blyenberg sued Samuel
Smith for a previous debt, Steenwijck was
forced to give up the tobacco he had
received from Smith.

In an effort to regain the lost tobacco,
Steenwijk sued Blyenberg, claiming an
unpaid debt for an anchor, Many other
local merchants used the municipal court
to help secure extra supplies of tobacco.
Plaintiffs increasingly insisted on payment
in tobacco where they had previously
accepted alternative forms of repayment.

Grabbing all possible supplies of tobacco
might have been a successful strategy if
the merchants could guarantee its ship-
ment overseas, Unfortunately, as the new
trading season opened in the spring of
1662, a new concern emerged: would
endcugh ships from the Netherlands arrive
to transport the tobacco to the Buropean
market? To ensure that they would have
the bottoms necessary to carry their wares,
Manhattan-based merchants employed a
variety of tactics, from bartering for ships
to outright selzure of ships, disguised as
legal transactions.

The actions of a Manhattan-based
trading partnership, organized by Cormelis



steenwijck,  Johannes Verbrugge, and
Micolaes Varlet, gives us a rare glimpse of
the strategies employed by merchants des-
perate 10 continue profiting from the
lucrative tobacco trade now threatened by
the British, In June 1662, Steenwijck and
his partners sent an urgent letter to James
Mills, their English factor in Virginia and
owner of the sloop Nathaniel. Mills had
previously traded tobacco with the same
merchants and had just completed the sec-
and leg of a voyage, contracted in August
16al, which involved carrying “so much
white oake pipe staves” as his ship could
carry to the Madeira islands where he
would purchase wine, Once in Virginia, he
was to sell the wine and take on tobacco,
hides, or pork and return to his principals
in Mew Amsterdam,

The letter congratulated Mills on his
successful arrival in Virginia in April, but
the partners then urged him, “we being
vour friends,” to sell his two barks in
Virginia for tobacco at next vear's prices,
load as much tobacco as possible on the
Natfarie!, and come as quickly as he could
to MNew Amsterdam. The partners had
information that only two ships would sail
to MNew Amsterdam from Holland that

year, and that enough tobacco to fill three
ships was already at Manhattan. Those
who were willing to pay the high freight

price of twenty guilders per hogshead
could not find any available freight space.
“Wee concieve that there was never to be
looket for a better opportunity to the ben-
efit of [your] ship than this,” and hinted
that Mills could earn as much as 8,000
guilders if he agreed to transport the cargo,
The partners also suggested to Mills that
this might be a way for him to settle his
previous accounts with them and main-
tain his personal credit standing among
Manhattan's merchants, Mills heeded
the advice, and reached Manhattan some-
time in July, When he arrived, he was
ambushed by his creditors.

We do not kne w;fmerfﬂmf
what transpired, but it is certain that Milj;:
did not live up to the expectations of his
Manhattan partners. By Tuesdav, August 8,
1662, Mills was confronted by his creditors
in the Court of Burgomasters and Schepens.
On that single day, Mills was sued by
Steenwijck and his partners and six other
creditors for claims amounting to maore
than 11,000 guilders and some 13,000
pounds of tobacco. The next day, the court
ruled that Mills's ship be confiscated for
the unpaid debts and auctioned by the
city's Vendue Master on Saturday, August
12th, Mot coincidentally, the highest bid-

der and new owner of the Nafaiel turned
oul to be Cornelis Steenwijck, who now
had a ship to carry the tobacco that spilled
from his Manhattan warchouse,
Merchants also  turned to
Englanders in their efforts to secure over-
seas transport for thelr tobacco, One
month after settling the Mills affair,

Mew

Steenwijck  lent money to  Richard
Hencksman of Boston to buy the ship
Blackbird from one Matthew Bunne.

Hencksman promised to repay nine hun-
dred pounds of Virginia tobacco and as
manyv hides as he could procure to
Steenwijck before the end of March 1663,
As concerns about transatlantic transport
continued, some merchants began to view
Mew England as a potential market and
conduit to Europe. Manhattan's Nicholas
Bool had originally agreed to ship twenty-
one hogsheads of tobacco to Amsterdam’s
William Schuyven, who in tum would
“manage Master Boot's tobacco to his best
advantage.” Boot turned to Edward Leake,
owner of the Providence, asking him to
collect twenty to thirty hogsheads in
Virginia and transport it to Manhattan.
Boot agreed to pay Leake the high freight
price of twenty guilders per hogshead.
After several days' journey from the
Chesapeake, Leake arrived as agreed, with
a cargo of twenty-three hogsheads togeth-



er with some ox hides. Howewver, instead of
unloading all of the tobacco in Manhattan,
Boot decided to venture fourteen hogsheads
on a quick voyvage to New England, hoping
for a more certain sale and a better price.
His gamble was unsuccessful in two ways:
not only was Boot unable to make his
quick profit, but also on his return voyage,
the Providence struck a rock in the East
River's treacherous Hellgate. The “hold
became full of water on the flood, and all
the rest of the tobacco was ruined, except
of a few tubs which were saved.”

The end of the 1662 trading season in
the fall offered temporary relief from the
frenzied trading activity of the previous
months. The degree to which the tobacco
enthusiasm would continue in 1663
depended on the number of ships that
arrived from Holland. When six transat-
lantic vessels arrived in 1663, then again
in 1664, merchants continued their
commerce in a less frenetic but still enthu-
siastic pace. Manhattan merchants and
their suppliers were certainly pleased that
the Mavigation Act of 1660 had little
impact on the flow of Chesapeake tobacco
entering Manhattan. But English officials
in London were sorely disappointed by

The English force that entered the
waters of Manhattan in August 1664 did
not surprise local merchants; they had
anticipated the arrival for months. The
merchants also knew that in spite of the
jurisdictional changes that would ensue,
the English provincial governors would
depend heavily on them and their over-
seas partners to keep the colony's econo-
my afloat.

The Articles of Capitulation of 1664
offered extremely favorable commercial
terms. The most significant was the clause
that made New Amsterdam burghers
“denizens” of the English empire, entitling
them to trade privileges equal to those of
natural-born  English citizens. Thuos, the
English intrusion actually resolved some of
the conditions that contributed to the
trading frenzy. Shipments of tobacco from
the Chesapeake to New York City to Holland
continued to produce great profits, especially
for a new generation of tobacco merchants.
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This Dutch tobacco box (ca.1750-1820) is

engraved with a mariner’s log timer on one
side (facing page) and a perpetual calen-
dar on the other {below). The brass box is
attributed to Pieter Holm of Amsterdam,

the act’s failure and sought to remedy  arficles and papers on colonial New York
the situation by taking control of New

Amsterdam,
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