No. 12

Evert Duyckingh’s grant, of 1643, had a frontage on the road of 10 rods, 2 feet, 2 inches,
and 4 grains—calculated roughly, about 127 feet. It comprised numbers 16 to 26 South
William Street, and was irregular in shape. The house, nearly thirty feet wide, covered
No. 22 and part of No. z0.

Evert Duyckingh, of Borcken, in Westphalia, was born about 1621, according to a depo-
sition made by him May 11, 1657.—Min. of Orph. Court, I: 32. He was employed by the
West India Company at Fort Good Hope on the Connecticut, as early as 1640—41. He
and Gysbert Opdyck were viciously attacked by the English settlers there, when Duyckingh,
while ploughing, was cut “in the head with an adze stuck in a long handle, so that blood
ran down his face and clothes.”—AN. Y. Col. Docs., II: 141-3. He was a mere youth at
that time ; yet he, evidently, had learned the glazier’s trade in Germany. At any rate, he
was a master glazier in 1648, when Cornelis Jansen was apprenticed to him.—Cal. Hisz.
MSS., Dutch, 44. He is referred to, in 1658, as a “glass-maker.”—Liber Deeds, A: 132.

The Labadists came over with Evert Duyckingh, Junior, who was the mate of the
“Charles.” They record: “They had built a new church in the Hysopus, of which the glass
had been made and painted in the city, by the father of our mate, Evert Duiken, whose
other son, Gerrit, did most of the work . . . He promised to teach me how to draw.”’—
Murphy’s fournal of a Foyage to New York (etc.), by Jaspar Dankers and Peter Sluyter,
276. Mr. Murphy, in a note, says: *‘By the phrase, making the glass, we apprehend glazing
is all that is meant by our journalist.” But the traveller meant what he said. Both
Evert Duyckingh and his son, Gerrit, undoubtedly, understood the art of painting glass,
which required the use of a kiln for firing. As late as 1687 and 1700, the records refer to
the fact. Evert Duyckingh, Senior, is called a “limner,” and Gerrit Duyckingh a *“ painter,”
and also a glazier, in grants to them of land under water in front of their lands in Block P.—
Liber A: 52, 300; ibid., B: 133, in Comptroller’s Office.

The townspeople and Jasper Danckaerts may not have differentiated between ““making”
the glass itself and “making” the finished product—the beautiful emblazoned windows
of coloured glass for churches and for the homes of the wealthier citizens. It is an interesting
fact that this art was practised in New Amsterdam so early.

Before the survey of 1657, the Slyck Steegh was an impasse. It ended at Burger Jor-
1ssen’s line fence, as the Plan correctly shows. On Thursday, April 19, 1657, the neighbours
in the Glaziers Street petitioned “for a cart way to the Strand, as was promised them.”
They were told: “As soon as the general survey is made, further attention shall be paid
to the petitioners” request, that a suitable road be made.”—Rec. N. Am., VII: 156. Then
was the little lane or “gangetje’ cut through, and the Smee Straet, or William Street,
extended (see Block Q, No. 16). The Mill Street of Iater years, now South William Street,
ended just at the side of the lane. It was not extended to William Street until 1835.
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“The Slick Steegie where Evert Duijckingh lives,” as de Sille announced in 1660, later
became an undesirable place of residence. The house was sold, on February 3, 1674, to
Jacob Melyn, whose attorney resold it to Dr. Johannes Kerfbyl, May 28, 1697.—Liber
Deeds, XX1: 221.  Evert Duyckingh’s wife was Hendrickje Simons. They were married
on August 28, 1646.—Marriages in Ref. Dutch Ch., 14.

On December 19, 1728, Cornelius Clopper and wife sold the plot where Duyckingh’s
house had stood, 40 feet wide on the Mill Street, to the trustees for the Jewish congregation,
Lewis and Mordecay Gomez, Jacob Franks, and Rodrigo Pacheco.—Liber Deeds, XXXI:
263. Here was erected the first synagogue built especially for Jewish worship, although
the Jewish congregation had been worshipping in the city for many years—in a house
belonging to Jan Harpendingh (see No. 13, infra.). The synagogue property covered
No. 22 and parts of Nos. 20 and 24 South William Street.



