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directly contrary to the laws of God and man, since they have
committed a crime of lese majesty against God, their prince and
their mesters by robbing the same of their subject and servant.

The defendants spreared in court snd without torture or
shackles voluntarily declared and confessed that they Jjointly
committed the wurder, whereupon we examined the defendants, asking
them who was the leader in perpetrating thils deed and who gave
Jan Premero the death blow. The defendants said that they did
not know, except that they committed the deed together.

The aforesald case having been duly considered, it 1is after
mature deliberation resolved, inasmuch as the actual murderer
can not be discovered, the defendants acknowledging only that
they Jjointly committed the murder and that one 1s as gullty as
another, to have them draw lots as to who shall be punished by
hanging until death do ensue, praying Almighty God, creator of
heaven and earth, to designate the culprit by lot.

The defendants having drawn lots in court, the lot, by the
providence of God, fell upon Manuel of Gerrit de Reus, who shall
be kept in prison until the next court day, when sentence shall
be vronounced =nd he be executed.

(84] On the 24th of January, being Thursday

The govermnor and council, residing in New Netherlsnd in the
name of the High and Mighty Lords the States General of the United
Netherlends, his highness of Orange and the honorable directors
of the Chartered West India Company, having seen the criminal
proceedings of Cormnelio vander Hoykens, fiscal, against little
Antonio Paulo d'Angola, Gracia d'Angola, Jan of Fort Orange,
Manuel of Gerrit de Reus, Antony the Portuguese, Manuel Minuit,

Simon Conge and bilg Manuel, all Negroes and slaves of the aforesaid



